THE  AUTHORITY  OF   SCIENCE
would say that " Because a creature is ugly it will always be
so " ; " such absolute judgments are false, Caliban can develop,
his faults turn into virtues." Renan always protested against
the charge of being " hostile " to democracy.
And yet few have riddled democratic ideas with such
relentless and sometimes unfair criticism. He scarcely ever
mentions the term without some word of blame. He is quite
sure that whatever may be in the future the people are not fit
to share in government now. Had he not criticized universal
suffrage as premature, and declared that no democratic country
could be well governed, well administered, well led, because
democracy involves an opposition to a governing elite> however
recruited? And he points out in defence of this contention
the assemblage of ministers, deputies, administrators, marshals
and generals who were in power in July 1870 as one of the
poorest personnels that any State ever had. "All this," he
adds, " was the outcome of universal suffrage and therefore of
democracy. The France of universal suffrage will never bring
forth anything better."
Before we condemn this counsel of despair, let us remember
that to Renan universal suffrage was identified with the
troubles of 1848 and with the Second Empire, both of them
systems which he loathed. He scarcely had the chance of seeing
universal suffrage functioning in any normal way: nor did he
fully understand that the secret of the good government he
admired so much in England was not a restricted franchise,
nor even the existence of a cultured governing class, but the
old standing traditions concerning personal freedom from
arbitrary interference by the executives, the freedom of local
institutions, the independence of the judiciary—phenomena
that he recognized indeed but did not always appreciate.
It must, nevertheless, be admitted that if we look to Renan
not so much for his would-be dispassionate political views as
for the general trend of his thought, and the main impact
of his influence on the political life and thought of his age,
he must be definitely ranked among the Conservatives. Not
indeed among the Maistres, the Veuillots, the Comtes, if only
because of his hostility to the political rdle of the Church, but
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